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Dear Mr. DeTorre:

Per your reguest, we are submitting the results of our analysis of
gquench water samples taken by Bursau personnel at USX's Clairton Coke Works,
The quench water 15 used to cool the red hot coke and to prevent 1t from
burning after being pushed out of the coke ovens, The results are listed in
the attached table,

The purpose of the water sampling was to obtain a rough estimate of
the concentration of suspected pollutants when contaminated water generated
during the coking process was added to the coke guenching water, Since some
of the quench water {s evaporated, pollutants in the quench water might become
airborne and affect ambient air quality. Sampling was also performed during a
period when contaminated water was not being added to the quench water,

The water samples were laken by Bureau personnel by lowering a sample
container finto the variopus coke quenching tower station sumps, The sumps
contain make-up water from the river, unevaporated runoff water from the hot
coke and any contaminated water directed to a sump. USX has the capability to
vary the amount of contaminated water entering the various sumps. Since only
& rough estimate was desired, there was not any special procedures taken to
ensure that & homogeneous sample was obtained,  Any future sampling of the
Queng? water may be performed differently, depending on the purpose of the
sampling.

At this time the Bursau is unable to determine what effect, 1if any,
;hege concentrations of various water pollutants have on ambient air quality.
Presently, contaminated water is not being added to the quench water,

e apologize for the delay in reporting our results to you, but we
did not receive the complete analysis results until the first week of July.

Yours truly,

Hilliam U. Clark

WUC/nh Atr Pollution Engineer
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